
& they both stood straddling the fence mid solstice tilting with housing wombs exhaling exhaust

Blue Magic & Sulfer8 both sick of scattered men in their beds with their outside clothes on

neither knowing how to water a tiny god.     mary madonna off ered my ma a new set of

collateral skins. these ones would grail mahogany and     age slow     sum dark, like cognac or all

the fallen griots in our bloodline       but my ma declined      content with her inherited freckled

fury and olive undertones.            say, we worked hard for this genetic midnight, 

pulled double shifts to see our breath in the cold  waiting for a bus on some soil

that may never love us back.            so mother mary asks  “where your people from?”

to which my ma replied with a tall drag from her square, recalling lady day and the folks

scattered like willows her grandmother left in Arkansas.       miss mary nodded and says

“how long have you been waiting?”.                of course,

my ma kept her eyes for the 87th east bound. 

             “not too long”
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Letras Latinas 20th Anniversary Reading & Panel
Join us for a two-day celebration of Letras Latinas’s 20th Anniversary, 
featuring Dr. Grisel Y. Acosta, Diannely Antigua, Jasminne Mendez, and 
Yesenia Montilla.
Reading: Thursday, March 21 at 7:00 PM CT
Afro-Latinx Poetry Now Panel: Saturday, March 23 at 2:00 PM CT

Kara Walker: Back of Hand
Foregrounding Walker’s long-term engagement with 
language and text, this exhibition features works 
completed in 2021 and shown for the fi rst time in Chicago.
Open through May 18, 2024.
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